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Florida West Coast Public Broadcasting, Inc.
WEDU is West Central Florida’s PBS station 
and public media company reaching 16 coun-
ties with programs that broaden horizons, 
transport and transform and open gateways 
to new ideas and new worlds.  Financially sup-
ported by the community, the organization 
offers a wealth of award-winning inspiration-
al, educational and enlightening content over 
a variety of multi-media platforms including: 
television programming, wedu.org and vari-
ous social media platforms, monthly member 
magazine Premiere, educational outreach ac-
tivities and a myriad of special events. WEDU’s 

focus on the local community has resulted 
in the station being regarded as a beacon of 
trust for men, women and children of every 
walk of life no matter their age, ethnicity or 
socio-economic status. WEDU is a treasured 
community resource; a window to the world 
for the homebound and a vital educational 
source for the youngest members of society. 
WEDU prides itself on its position in the Tampa 
Bay community as a leader, partner, informed 
citizen and a member of PBS, the most trusted 
institution in America*.

*(Source: Marketing & Research Resources, Inc. (M&RR), January 2017).

WEDU COMMUNITY ADVISORY BOARD

*Director Emeritus   
†Past Chair

WORLD Channel is home to 
unexpected stories from award-winning 
filmmakers  and public media’s best news 
and current affairs programs. Exclusive 
WORLD Channel programs can be 
watched online at worldchannel.org.

The Florida Channel broadcasts news and 
current affairs programs from Tallahassee.

WEDU PBS has been Tampa Bay’s 
primary public TV station since 1958. Our 
commitment to quality educational 
programming since our first broadcast 
remains unmatched. 
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Watch your favorite WEDU programs any-
time on WEDU+. In addition to encore pre-
sentations, WEDU+ is your source for more 
quality public television programs. View the 
schedule on wedu.org and email program 
requests to saubrey@wedu.org.



		            Dear Friends of WEDU,

		            It has been another incredible year for WEDU PBS! WEDU’s on-air programming continues to be 	
		            the foundation in providing mission driven content that informs, inspires, entertains and enhances 
the 		            lives of West Central Florida’s citizens. 
 
WEDU has brought the best in science, education, music, dance, drama, and public affairs to the more than 5 million 
people WEDU serves. We have produced another year of engaging local programs including FLORIDA THIS WEEK, 
SUNCOAST BUSINESS FORUM, UP CLOSE WITH CATHY UNRUH, WEDU ARTS PLUS, WEDU QUEST, and THAT’S ALL I’M 
SAYING WITH ERNEST HOOPER. We’ve produced these local programs because we’re passionate about the communities 
of West Central Florida and we believe that you are too! If you missed any espisodes, I invite you to watch them online at 
wedu.org.

WEDU offered even more ways to connect with us by bringing these programs to life in the community through outreach 
events and online services. This past year, even more of our region’s teachers explored Florida PBS LearningMedia, an 
online resource with more than 130,000 PBS educational videos, games, and lesson plans for use in the classroom at no 
charge to educators. We continued our community outreach with a collection of special town halls, documentaries, and 
roundtable discussions around autism, Veterans, and education.

WEDU also continued strong partnerships with organizations like The Community Foundation of Tampa Bay, which 
helped raise more than $1.7 million for local charities on Give Day when WEDU served as the Media Headquarters and 
produced a live 8-hour stream of the event.

All of these services and content are made possible by donations from viewers. We could not do it with you!
We are honored that you put your trust in the one place, that can take you anyplace. 

We’re glad you’re along with us on this journey. Thank you for your generous continued support of WEDU PBS.

Susan Howarth
WEDU President and Chief Executive Officer

A Letter from the WEDU PBS President & CEO

“Americans have named PBS and 
stations the nation’s most trusted 

institution for 15 years running.”
Source: Marketing & Research Resources, Inc. (M&RR), January 2018
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Visit wedu.org/schedule for complete listings.FY 2017 Channel Guide    

WEDU PBS (HD)
3.1	 Digital TV Antenna
440	 XFINITY
503	 Frontier FiOS
905	 WOW!
1003	 Bright House

WEDU World
3.2	 Digital TV Antenna
138	 WOW!
201	 XFINITY
474	 Frontier Fios
606	 Spectrum

The Florida Channel
3.3	 Digital TV Antenna
136	 WOW!
202	 XFINITY
475	 Frontier Fios
604	 Spectrum

WEDU+
3.4	 Digital TV Antenna
137	 WOW!
203	 XFINITY
476	 Frontier Fios
605	 Spectrum

Dish and DirctTV do not carry The Florida Channel, WORLD Channel and WEDU+.
*Accurate through September 30, 2017. Channel lineups are subject to change.
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WEDU PBS Local Productions

FROM TOP: Cathy Unruh sits down with Big Cat Rescue for a taping of UP CLOSE. 
Dalia Colon, host of WEDU ARTS PLUS profiles a local artist for an episode. Geoff 
Simon interviews a local business leader. Ernest Hooper leads a panel discussion for 
an episode of THAT’S ALL I’M SAYING. FLORIDA THIS WEEK Host Rob Lorei prepares 
to discuss local news with his panel of guests. Dr. Shannon McQuaig-Ulrich is on set 
to tape a segment of WEDU QUEST.

WEDU PBS produces a collection of local programs that include 
FLORIDA THIS WEEK, SUNCOAST BUSINESS FORUM, UP CLOSE 
WITH CATHY UNRUH, WEDU ARTS PLUS, WEDU QUEST, and 
THAT’S ALL I’M SAYING WITH ERNEST HOOPER. WEDU’s local pro-
grams, documentaries and town halls continued to engage viewers.

Cathy Unruh, host of UP CLOSE invited viewers to meet the ex-
traordinary people who impact West Central Florida. Each half 
hour highlights personalities and topics with both local and broad 
appeal. This year’s episodes have included Big Cat Rescue,  Faith 
House Community Garden, Florida Orchestra music director Mi-
chael Francis, and many more.

WEDU ARTS PLUS made unexpected discoveries in the arts and 
culture throughout West Central Florida and beyond. This season, 
WEDU ARTS PLUS shined the spotlight on a variety of local artists.

On SUNCOAST BUSINESS FORUM, host Geoff Simon sits down with 
our area’s most influential and successful leaders and entrepre-
neurers in West Central Florida including John Gainor, CEO of Dairy 
Queen; Larry R. Thompson, president of Ringling College of Art and 
Design; Nick Friedman, co-founder of College Hunks Hauling Junk 
and Moving, and others.

Ernest Hooper, host of THAT’S ALL I’M SAYING, tackled the topic of 
concussions in the NFL, education, music and Florida history. Each 
week, Rob Lorei hosts FLORIDA THIS WEEK. This moderated dis-
cussion providers viewers with informed, lively conversations with 
an array of some of the area’s brightest politcal analysts. FLORIDA 
THIS WEEK also hosted targeted round table discussions on topics 
such as education.

There’s always something new to explore and learn on WEDU 
QUEST! This monthly series captures the latest breakthroughs in 
science, technology and education.

Explore all of WEDU’s original programs, visit wedu.org/videos.



FROM TOP: Cathy Unruh hosts the Autism: Breakthrough to Hope townhall taped live in 
the WEDU studio. 

Local organizations hosted booths in the lobby of WEDU prior to the taping of the 
austism townhall.

WEDU continued its legacy of great storytelling with 
the newest documentary, THE FEMININE TOUCH - THE 
STRUGGLE FOR EQUALITY IN MEDICINE which tells 
the story of Andrew Taylor Still.

In 1892, Andrew Taylor Still did the unimaginable when 
he accepted women and men equally in his new medi-
cal school. The Feminine Touch showcases the valiant 
women who rose above adversity to become osteo-
pathic physicians in those early years, and includes 
today’s prominent female DOs who carry on that 
legacy. Their fight for equality is intertwined with the 
struggles of osteopathic medicine to be accepted as 
a valid scientific practice, illuminating how osteopathic 
medicine developed into the flourishing profession 
it is today.

WEDU PBS Original Documentary

WEDU PBS Autism: Breakthrough to Hope
WEDU hosted a live taping of a community conversation about autism. 
Families and caregivers of children or adults with autism, professional 
experts, business leaders and companies who advocate through educa-
tion and employment discussed autism and other related disabilities. The 
program highlighted some of the struggles and successes through
personal experience. 

Prior to the taping, guests were able to mingle with a variety of organiza-
tions that serve the autism community. A companion website page was 
also developed to include information for local resources available within 
the community.

Additional video resources were also provided on the companion web-
page at www.wedu.org/autism. They included related programs from PBS 
NEWSHOUR and Independent Lens.
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WEDU PBS National Programs
WEDU leveraged PBS national programs encouraging viewers to 
explore new ideas and broaden personal horizons with content that 
showcased education, arts, culture, science, nature, news and public 
affairs locally and around the world.

While viewers were still missing DOWNTON ABBEY on MASTER-
PIECE, there was no shortage of quality drama programs on WEDU. 
In January, VICTORIA premiered and viewers were able to follow 
Victoria’s dramatic story, from the time she became queen in 1837 at 
age 18 through her relationship with Lord Melbourne, her first prime 
minister, and her courtship and marriage to Prince Albert.

GREAT PERFORMANCES allowed viewers to gain intimate access 
to Lin-Manuel Miranda and his colleagues during the two years 
leading up to the Broadway opening of the Pulitzer Prize and Tony 
Award-winning musical megahit Hamilton.

The summer of 2017 was full of great programs to explore as part of 
the Summer of Adventure. Programs such as THE STORY OF CHINA, 
BIG PACIFIC, and GREAT YELLOWSTONE THAW ensured that there 
was plenty to explore on WEDU during the hot summer months.

We also explored America’s wild side with WILD ALASKA LIVE by 
joining zoologists Chris Kratt and Martin Kratt on an adventure 
through Alaska’s wilderness to capture animals taking part in 
Alaska’s summer feast. This impressive project aired live over three 
nights in July.

Viewer favorite PBS NEWSHOUR continued to keep viewers in-
formed, and topics viewers wanted to know more about were fea-
tured as FRONTLINE explored OUT OF GITMO, NFL’S CONCUSSION 
CRISIS and TERROR IN EUROPE.

“PBS is a trusted & safe 
place to watch television”

Source: Survey Sampling International (SSI), January 2017
FROM TOP: Jenna Coleman as Victoria. Courtesy of ITV Plc. 
HAMILTON’S AMERICA Phillipa Soo and Lin-Manuel Miranda. 
Courtesy of Joan Marcus. PBS Summer of Adventure. Judy 
Woodruff, host of PBS NEWSHOUR. Chris Kratt, host of WILD 
ALASKA LIVE. Courtesy of Petr Cikhart.



Florida West Coast Public Broadcasting, Inc. l FY2017 Annual Report          7

Ken Burns and Lynn Novick’s ten-part, 18-hour documentary series, THE VIET-
NAM WAR, premiered on WEDU PBS in Septmeber and told the epic story of 
one of the most consequential, divisive, and controversial events in American 
history as it has never before been told on film.

Visceral and immersive, the series explored the human dimensions of the war 
through revelatory testimony of nearly 80 witnesses from all sides—Ameri-
cans who fought in the war and others who opposed it, as well as combatants 
and civilians from North and South Vietnam.

Ten years in the making, the series included rarely seen and digitally re-mas-
tered archival footage from sources around the globe, photographs taken by 
some of the most celebrated photojournalists of the 20th Century, historic 
television broadcasts, evocative home movies, and secret audio recordings 
from inside the Kennedy, Johnson, and Nixon administrations.

THE VIETNAM WAR featured more than 100 iconic musical recordings from 
greatest artists of the era and haunting original music from Trent Reznor and 
Atticus Ross as well as the Silk Road Ensemble featuring Yo-Yo Ma.

WEDU PBS Spotlights Veterans

WEDU PBS Original Documentary
As a companion to THE VIETNAM WAR by Ken Burns, WEDU produced a 
local documentary featuring local Vietnam Veterans from the bay area. THE 
VIETNAM WAR: VOICES FROM THE BAY focuses on those who fought, those 
who picketed, and those who escaped to the sunshine state for a better life. In 
this documentary, we heard from hometown heroes who were shot down and 
others who survived years of combat. Many weren’t welcomed home and are 
still dealing with the traumatic effects of the war years later.

In the process of producing this powerful documentary, WEDU collected sto-
ries from local vietnam veterans and have placed them online at www.wedu.
org/vietnam/stories.

“Each month, nearly 100 million 
people watch their local PBS station”

Source: Nielsen NPower, 10/2015–9/2016
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WEDU PBS Educational Programming & Services 
WEDU continued an unwavering commitment to provide qual-
ity educational programming for our youngest citizens and 
prepare children for school. Each week, WEDU provided more 
than 76 hours of educational programs that inspired children 
to explore the world around them.

WEDU presented over a dozen workshops and conference 
sessions, serving more than 300 educators, families, early 
learning providers, media-specialists and pre-service teachers 
enrolled in area colleges. Presentations included strategies 
for incorporating PBS resources into learning environments 
and featured Florida PBS LearningMedia and PBS Kids Ready 
To Learn. State-wide conference presentations included the 
Florida After School Association (FASA) Conference and the 
One Goal Summer Early Learning Conference.

More than 25 family engagement events provided educa-
tional experiences and valuable take-home materials to 
approximately 15,000 children and families.  These successful 
events were made possible through WEDU partnerships with 
a variety of community organizations, including area muse-
ums, libraries and other non-profit organizations serving the 
children of West Central Florida.  Three of our most success-
ful programs, Free Tuesdays, Storybook Forest and MILO are 
highlighted below.

Children Board Free Tuesdays are bi-monthly family engage-
ment events created in partnership with Glazer Children’s 
Museum. Each event provides a PBS character appearance, 
fun educational/craft activities and giveaways, at no cost, to 
attendees. Free Tuesdays are supported by a grant from the 
Children’s Board of Hillsborough County. 

Storybook Forest is free family literacy event, hosted in 
partnership with the Early Learning Coalition of Pasco and 
Hernando Counties in collaboration with the Annual Chil-
dren’s Week celebration.  

The Mobile Interactive Literacy Opportunity (MILO) was 
created through a partnership with the Tampa-Hillsborough 
County Public Library and Junior League of Tampa. The MILO 
van made monthly visits to libraries and community centers 
throughout Hillsborough County bringing free books, a PBS 
Kids character, arts and crafts, hands-on technology and take 
home materials for families with information on free PBS 
digital resources. The project was supported by a grant from 
the Children’s Board of Hillsborough County. 

The Cyberchase Step It Up program at Sanders Memorial 
Elementary, a S.T.E.A.M (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Art, and Mathematics) Magnet in Pasco County, began on 
April 3. More than 600 students and teachers participated in 
the program that combines math and fitness to increase daily 
steps over a five week period. The Step It Up program was 
made possible by a grant award to WEDU PBS from Thirteen 
Productions LLC.

WEDU online resources provide the PBS Kids, PBS Parents 
and Florida PBS LearningMedia websites with more than 
130,000 resources for parents, caregivers and teachers to 
help children build critical skills. The sites offer cross-platform 
games, and thousands of PBS videos available for free:

	 Visit americangraduate.org

	 Visit florida.pbslearningmedia.org

	 Visit pbskids.org

	 Visit pbs.org/parents 

	 Visit studentreportinglabs.com

FROM TOP: Peg+Cat make a visit to the Glazer Children’s Museum during  
Free Tuesday. WEDU provided a variety of activities, games, and character 
appearances at the Glazer Children’s Museum during Free Tuesday.



2016-17 Headlines

In November 2015, WEDU received a very generous bequest from a long-time 
viewer. The $4 million gift was the largest gift to WEDU in its 58 year history. 
Donors who make a planned gift to the station through a will are designated as 
Visionaries. WEDU placed Mrs. Ensign’s gift into WEDU’s Endowment, which is 
providing long-term support for WEDU’s operating budget. Those funds are sup-
porting projects that we believe will honor Mrs. Ensign’s gift such as her love of 
reading to children at the local library.

This year, WEDU launched the opening of a collection of WEDU PBS Phyllis L. En-
sign Library Corners at four local libraries, with a goal of 20. That means WEDU 
PBS Phyllis L. Ensign Library Corners will be inspiring and educating thousands 
of children throughout West Central Florida.

The library corners include a bookshelf with a robust collection of PBS Kids 
books, DVDs, and CDs for the library’s lending collection. The library corners 
also include a reading rug, 2 electronic tablets loaded with PBS apps, a collection 
of 6 turnkey activity sessions with educational materials, take-home materials 
including a family resource guide, activity sheets, bookmarks, pencils, and more. 
WEDU also provides the library staffs from each location a free training session 
on Florida PBS LearningMedia, PBS Read-Aloud Program, and PBS Kids Lab.

WEDU has worked extensively with the public library systems to provide addi-
tional community outreach activities. Thanks to the generous bequest from Mrs. 
Ensign, we now have the opportunity to add a permanent platform of WEDU’s 
multi-media PBS Kids Resources to the public libraries’ collections. It’s a power-
ful and exciting opportunity to help inspire a love of learning in children.

WEDU PBS Phyllis L. Ensign Library Corners are currently open at libararies in 
Lake Wales, Safety Harbor, North Port, and Sarasota. WEDU plans to open a min-
imum of 20 library corners.

WEDU PBS Library Corners

Below is just a sample of the great stories 
that happened this past year: 

“WEDU PBS Presents a Session at the Flori-
da Afterschool Alliance Conference”

“WEDU PBS hosts a PBS Digital Resource 
Workshop at Polk State College”

“WEDU Awarded $10k Grant from WNET to 
Host Cyberchase Step it Up Challenge in 
Pasco County Public Schools”

“WEDU Helps Celebrate Read Across 
America at Great Exploration’s Museum in 
St. Petersburg”

“WEDU Awarded $3k Grant from the 
GiveWell Community Foundation in Pasco  
County to Provide Teacher Workshops”

“WEDU Awarded $10k Grant from the Fred 
Rogers Company and PNC Bank to Fund 
Be My Neighbor Day at Glazer Children’s 
Museum”

For additional headlines, complete stories, 
event photos, and more, visit wedu.org.



“PBS is a leader in 
addressing important issues.”

Source: Survey Sampling International (SSI), January 2017

WEDU PBS Community Outreach
Throughout the year, WEDU provided a wide variety of outreach 
activities in West Central Florida, including children’s events with 
character appearances and educational activities, community screenings 
with engaging discussion, town hall meetings that addressed community 
needs, historial film screenings and lectures, and much more.

WEDU brought PBS programming to life through community outreach 
events. This year, WEDU hosted a series of events with Julia Colin Davison 
and Bridget Lancaster, the new hosts of AMERICA’S TEST KITCHEN. As 
part of the launch for the new season, WEDU hosted a donor event with 
cooking demonstrations and tastings in the afternoon. In the evening, 
WEDU hosted a free community event featuring kitchen skills and food 
safety tips with the engaging hosts. The events were held at The Epicure-
an Hotel in Tampa.

While we were sad to see the DOWNTON ABBEY series end, a new MAS-
TERPIECE series began capturing our viewers attention when WEDU host-
ed an advance screening of VICTORIA at the Polk Theatre in Lakeland. 
Approximately 350 guests attended to welcome the new program.

In early March, WEDU hosted a free preview film screening of THE FA-
VORED STRAWBERRY. The film, which features local farmers from Plant 
City, explored the strawberry industry and the challenges it faces. The 
film screening was followed by a panel discussion with the filmmakers and 
local farmers.

Approximately 60 guests joined WEDU for American Stage in the Park at 
Demen’s Landing in St. Petersburg. The annual event was held on a beau-
tiful spring evening and included food and entertainment from American 
Stage Theatre.
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FROM TOP: Julia Colin Davison and Bridget Lancaster provide a cooking demonstration in The Epicurean Theatre. WEDU Board Member Brian Keenan and 
Cynthia Keenan get an AMERICA’S TEST KITCHEN cookbook signed during a special event. Guests pose with a standee of Victoria during an advanced screen-
ing event at The Polk Theatre in Lakeland. Dalia Colon, host of WEDU ARTS PLUS, hosts a panel discussion following the preview screening of THE FAVORED 
STRAWBERRY. Guests at WEDU’s special event get ready for a great performance at American Stage in the Park at Demen’s Landing in St. Petersburg. 
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ABOVE: Financial professionals earn continuing 
education credits during WEDU’s 12th Annual Estate 
and Tax Planning Seminar. Financial expert, Ed Slott, 
was the keynote speaker during the 12th Annual Es-
tate and Tax Planning Seminar held in partnership 
with the Community Foundation of Tampa Bay.

WEDU PBS continued to offer opportunities to enrich lives through education-
al programs for every age. In partnership with the Community Foundation of 
Tampa Bay, WEDU hosted the 12th Annual Estate and Tax Planning Seminar 
for Attorneys, CPAs, CFPs and Trust Officers. The annual seminar helps financial 
professionals keep up to date on the latest changes in laws affecting tax and 
estate planning, along with fulfilling requirements for continuing education and 
professional ethics. 

Next Avenue, offered locally by WEDU, is a website for the booming 50+ gen-
eration tailored to engage, inspire, and inform the more than 100 million people 
who are transitioning into what many see as a new life stage — a stage between 
young adulthood and “old old.”

WEDU PBS Lifelong Learning 

WEDU PBS Provides Resources
WEDU hosts, in partnership with 
Florida Public Broadcasting 
Service (FPBS) and Florida PBS 
stations, an interactive website, 
FloridaStoriesofService.org. The 
website brings together program-
ming on Veteran’s topics from 
PBS stations throughout Florida. 
Veterans and families can also 
upload their personal stories to 
the site as well.

Next Avenue.org, offered locally 
by WEDU, is a website for the 
booming 50+ generation tailored 
to engage, inspire, and inform the 
more than 100 million people who 
are transitioning into what many 
see as a new life stage — a stage 
between young adulthood and 
“old old.”



WEDU PBS Be More Awards

FROM TOP: A winner during the WEDU Be More Awards enjoys 
his organization’s winning moment during the annual luncheon 
and ceremony. The winner of the WEDU Be More Positive Award 
join hosts Lissette Campos and Jack Harris for photos after the 
ceremony. One guest is moved to tears during the WEDU Be More 
Awards Ceremony. 
 
Finalists from the Girl Scouts of West Central Florida and Project 
Prosper, Inc. host informational tables during the Hall of Heroes 
just before the start of the 12th Annual WEDU Be More Awards.

WEDU Hosts Give Day Tampa Bay
Honoring WEDU’s mission to help raise awareness for local nonprofits, WEDU 
served as the Headquarters and Media Hub for Give Day Tampa Bay – a 24-hour 
community wide effort to raise funds for local charities in partnership with 
the Community Foundation of Tampa Bay. WEDU produced 8 full hours of live 
streaming coverage of the Give Day Tampa Bay festivities from 11 a.m. - 7 p.m., 
which featured more than 90 nonprofits. The local online giving event raised 
more than  $1.7 million for local charities. Each hour was hosted by a local media 
professional. The line-up included WEDU’s Cathy Unruh, Geoff Simon, Rob Lorei, 
Dalia Colon, Shelley Hollingsworth, local news anchors Lissette Campos, Alison 
Kropf, and columnist Ernest Hooper.
 

ABOVE: Lissette Campos prepares to speak with Wilma Norton form the Community Foundation of 
Tampa Bay while the crew looks on. A variety of guests from local schools to animal shelters were 
featured during the 8 hour live event. WEDU, in partnership with the Community Foundation of 
Tampa Bay, served as media headquarters for Give Day Tampa Bay. 
 
Photos courtesy of: Tacy Briggs-Troncoso Photography

WEDU held the 12th Annual WEDU Be More Awards on Thursday, 
February 23, 2017 at the Bryan Glazer Family JCC in Tampa. The event, 
created by WEDU, recognized and applauded the outstanding and often 
unrecognized efforts of West Central Florida’s nonprofit organizations, 
and individuals that support them. More than 480 guests attended the 
annual community event that began at 11:00 a.m. with the Hall of Heroes 
followed by an inspiring luncheon and awards ceremony. The ceremony 
was hosted by media partners Lissette Campos of ABC Action News and 
Jack Harris of 970 WFLA AM.

WEDU also featured each of the winners on-air and online during 
WEDU’s Philanthropy Fridays to raise additional awareness for the 
services these nonprofits provide in our communities.

For more information on the WEDU Be More Awards, finalist and 
winners lists, deadlines and event archives, visit wedu.org/bemore.
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For more information on how to 
become a community partner and 

support WEDU PBS, contact: 
Marketing and Community 

Partnerships at (813) 739-2900. 
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TOP: Lynn Christina, from The Tampa Bay Times, hosts a sponsor table during the 12th Annual WEDU Be More Awards Hall of Heroes. Wilma Norton from 
The Community Foundation of Tampa Bay speak with Thomas Mantz of Feeding America Tampa Bay dunring the 12th Annual WEDU Be More Awards Hall of 
Heroes. Guests at the 12 Annual WEDU Be More Awards visit with event sponsor Warren Averett during the Hall of Heroes.

WEDU PBS receives support from community partners from throughout the 16 counties that WEDU serves. These partners 
provide funding support for on-air programming, outreach activities, and also provide volunteers to assist WEDU in deliver-
ing outreach services in our communities.

WEDU PBS Community Partners 

AEG Live 
Air Animal Inc
Allman Promotions
Amalie Arena
American Stage
Arcadia Antiques Association
Asolo Repertory Theater
AT&T
The Bank of Tampa
Bernard and Mary Ann Powell 
    Foundation
Big Cat Habitat Sarasota 
Blue Buffalo
Bok Tower Gardens
Catering by the Family
Central Park Performing 
    Arts Center 
Children’s Board of 
    Hillsborough County
Children First
Circus Arts Conservatory 
Circus Sarasota
City of Tampa
Clearwater Jazz Holiday 
    Foundation
Community Foundation 
    of Sarasota 
Community Foundation 
    of Tampa Bay
Creative Pinellas
Dattoli Cancer Center
DATZ
Drunken Poet Cafe 
Duke Energy Center for the Arts - 
   The Mahaffey Theater
Empath
Explorations V
The Florida Aquarium
Florida Blue
Florida Cancer Specialists
Florida Dance Theatre
Florida DCF
Florida Dept. of Veterans Affairs

Florida Gulf Coast Railroad 
    Museum 
Florida Hospital
Florida Office of Drug Control
The Florida Orchestra
Florida Prepaid College Plan
Florida State Parks – Department 
    of Environmental Protection
Florida Southern College
Florida State Fair Authority 
Florida Studio Theatre
Florida Wineries
Florida’s Historic Coast
Friends of the Union Station
Frontier Nursing University
Glazer Children’s Museum
Grapevine Communications
Great Explorations Children’s 
   Museum 
Greenberg Traurig
Gulf Coast Latin 
    Chamber Commerce
HART
Harry & Jeannette Weinberg 
    Village
Helios Education Foundation
Henry B. Plant Museum 
H. Lee Moffitt Cancer Center
Historic Green Village
Imaginarium, LLC.
Inside the Box
Jewish Federation of 
    Sarasota-Manatee
The John and Mable 
    Ringling Museum
Joy McCann Foundation
The Junior League of Tampa
La Musica International 
    Chamber Music
Lake Wales Arts Council
Levy County Tourism Board
The Lions of Florida and 
    The Bahamas

Live Free- Pinellas Coalition
Live Nation
Longboat Key Club & Resort 
Marie Selby Botanical Gardens
Metropolitan Advertising Co.
Metropolitan Ministries
Mise en Place
Monroe County Tourism/Florida 
    Keys 
Moon Under Water
Mosaic
Museum of Fine Arts 
    St. Petersburg
Naples, Marco Island & Everglades
New College of Florida
New Tampa Pediatric Dental
Newman’s Own Foundation
Nielsen
Nonprofit Leadership Center 
    of Tampa Bay
Northstar Bank
Northern Trust Bank 
Opera Tampa
Operation PAR
Ounce of Prevention
The Palladium at 
    St. Petersburg College
Pasco Hernando Early Learning 
    Coalition
Pediatric Health Care Alliance
Pinch A Penny Pools
Premier Eye Care of  Tampa
The Players Theater of Sarasota
Polk State Lake Wales Arts Center 
Polk Theatre
Publix Charities
Raymond James Financial
Retired Officers Corp. at 
    Freedom Plaza
Rotary Club of Sarasota Sunrise 
RP Funding Center
Ruth Eckerd Hall
Salt Block Catering

Saunders Foundation
St. Petersburg College
St. Petersburg College 
    Village Square
St. Petersburg Science Festival
St. Petersburg Opera
Sarasota Ballet
Sarasota Concert Association
Sarasota Film Society
Sarasota Magazine
Sarasota Opera
Saunders Foundation
Senior Connection Center
Shen Yun Performing Arts
Southeastern Guide Dogs
St. Luke’s Cataract & Laser 
   Institute 
Straz Center for the 
    Performing Arts
Su Byron Enterprises
Sunshine City Antique &
    Collectibles Show
Tampa Bay Parenting 
Tampa Bay Times
Tampa Theater
TECO/An Emera Company
The Stuffed Mushroom
USF Sundome
Van Wezel Performing Arts Hall
Verizon
Viking Cruise 
Visit Florida
Visit St. Pete/Clearwater
Visit Sarasota County
West Coast Black Theater Troupe
Wilde Automotive Group



WEDU PBS Visionaries 
Legacies, large and small, make a real difference to WEDU to help ensure that future generations can enjoy WEDU’s quality 
programs and services. We thank our Visionaries for creating a legacy through their gifts in wills and planned gifts.  

Generous support from our members helps WEDU continue to provide quality on-air programming, educational 
outreach services and online resources to hundreds of thousands of people on a daily basis. Thank you!

Platinum $10,000+
Anonymous (5)
Monroe and Suzette Berkman
Sybiel B. Berkman Foundation
Frank Brunckhorst
Community Foundation of 
   Tampa Bay
William and Marietta Crosby
Don and Jan DeFosset
Lorraine F. Hubrich
Sharon Gillespie
Kathy Graham
Tom and Mary James
Joy McCann Foundation
Sylvia Lansky
Michael and Margaret LaRocca
Barry and Patricia Lawrence
Lightning Foundation in Honor of 
   Community Hero Bill Starkey
Claude and Lydia MellI
Gary A. Remmen
William G. Selby and Marie Selby 
   Foundation
Liz and Greg Sembler
Anne Sherr
The Smidt Family Foundation
Bill and Barbara Starkey

Gold $5,000 – $9,999
Anonymous (2)
Saeed Ahmed and Saima Qamar
Barry and Judith Alpert and Family
Alan and Nancy Bomstein
Robert and Carol Christensen
Collins Charitable Foundation
Richard and Francine Dobkin
Susan and Pat Henry
The Huisking Foundation
Diane and Peter Jacobson
Roddy and Elizabeth King
The Koski Family Foundation
Laurie Neff
Willard and Mary Ann Raynor
Ina Schnell
Cyrus and Joanne Spurlino
Robert and Marie Tate
The Tracy Foundation
Nancy Tuma
Barbara L. Whitcraft and 
   David C. Heinsler

Silver $2,500 – $4,999
Anonymous (3)
Isabel A. Becker
Jim Bennett
Jerry and Helga Bilik

Bob and Aida Calafell
Cindi Clapp
Carolyn L. Cooley
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Dallacqua
Jim and Peggy Davis
Joseph De Turris
Julie Fancelli
Laura Fears
Desmond and Claudia Figgins
Michael and Barbara Fite
Joan and Robert Geyer
Mr. and Mrs. James Hazelton
Margaret and Lawrence Heaslip
Sidney and Anita Holec
Sharon A. Hosseini
Marie Hyman
Barbara Janks
Dr. Linda T. Jones
Joanne T. Joyce
Thomas and Sherry Koski
Thomas J. Landers
The Landings Eagle -  
   Irwin Starr, Publisher
Lynn S. Lees
Jean Lloyd
The Edward J. and Vivian E. Lurie 
   fund within the Community Foun- 
   dation of Greater St. Petersburg

Marguerite D. and John T. 
   McDermott
Sheila M. McDevitt, Esq.
Joan Nixon
Mary and David Peirce
Thomas G. Perault
Larry Pfund
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas D. Roach
Mary Ann Rowe
Beth Ann Segal
Robert and Nancy Shannon
Edward Singletary
Jeffery and Mei-Mei Sparling
The Albert Goodstein 
   Family Foundation
J. Thomas and Lavinia Witt 
   Touchton
Bill Wagner
William Stark Jones Foundation
Sharon Winters and Kendall Reid
William and Marty Witrak

Bronze $1,000 – $2,499
Anonymous (14)
Carole Anne Agnew
Ross and Cynthia Alander
Sharon D. Allard
Paul and Marga Allen

WEDU PBS Broadcasters Circle 

Anonymous (13)
Ruth T. Abele
John Allen
Barry and Judith Alpert and Family
Marion R. Anthony
Emma Banks**
Vivian J. Bauer
Dee W. Beach
Monroe and Suzette Berkman
Jerry and Helga Bilik
Miriam and Lewis Blackburn
Marion L. Blake**
Alan and Nancy Bomstein
Katheryne K. Bosse
John and Ann Boyd
Leah and Pete Brainard
Hannah G. Bryson
Henry and Margaret Bucher
Susan Buck
Rita M. Buckley
Ward and Kathleen Burnham
Bob and Aida Calafell
Diego V. Camarillo
Duncan C. Campbell
Guna Carr
Guy Cavalluzzi
Winifred V. Chmielewski**
David B. Coles
Donald Culbertson
June Martin Curtiss
Mark Da Sylva
Andrew and Christine Davies
Joseph De Turris
Michael DeNunzio
Margaret Dickenson
Joan DiGangi**

Richard and Francine Dobkin
Kathryn J. Douglas
William Draeger, Jr.
Drs. Kent and Jane Fanning
Charles Farrell
Aleta and Fred Fisher
Lois J. Flagg**
John and Marlene Forster
James M. Furey**
Nevin Gandhi
Jonathan A. Geden in memory of 
   William J. and Nancy C. Geden
William J. Geden**
Anita S. Gilligan
David A. Glynn
Kathy Graham
Charlie and Pat Grandmaison
Sheldon Greenberg
Jeff and Linda Griggs
Ruth Gillette Guth
Robert J. Hackett and 
   Dorothy A. Hackett**
Jeanne Hamill**
Carol Harmon
Marilyn Harwell
Drs. Frederick and Marilyn Hauser
David and Barbara Hewitt
John Hoadley**
Sidney and Anita Holec
Richard and Sharon Hoover
Susan Howarth
Nancy Hale Hoyt
Dr. J. Elizabeth Jeffress
Anna Jeffries
Dr. Linda T. Jones
Joachim and Nina Jonker

Marsha Ann Jordan
Nancy Karnavicius
Camilla D. Kilgroe
Martin Knuplesch
The LaGattuta Charitable Fund 
   helping the young, aged, disad- 
   vantaged and providing enlight- 
   enment. A fund within Raymond 
   James Charitable.**
Thomas J. Landers
Gary Lawrence
William and Nancy Leleszi
Warren Loranger
Margaret Macklin
Joanne Malles
John W. Markham
Mary R. Groves Memorial 
   Foundation
William M. McCutcheon and 
   Dorathea J. Chish
Sheila M. McDevitt, Esq.
Elyse McGrenra
Diane McKendree
L.V. McNinch
Wilda Q. Meier
Kathleen Nicol**
Wendy Noden
Marion K. Ogle
Muriel O’Neil, WEDU Support Fund 
   of the Community Foundation of 
   Sarasota County**
Georgia A. Parsons
Robert Perez
Mary D. Pyle
Diana & Mohan Rao
Gary A. Remmen

Yova Remsen**
David E. Robinson
Cecelia Saunders
Dr. John F. Schatmeyer
Anne and Alex Scott
Betty J. Seifert
Mary L. Shay Trust**
Marshall and Jan Slaughter
Barrie M. Smith
Gay R. Stanislawski
Laura L. Starkey
Bill and Barbara Starkey
Susan L. Stobo
Julie Stolwitz
Paul Susmin**
Linda J. Talbot
Mary H. and Mark R. Tlachac
Catherine P. Tringali and Matthew 
L. Tringali**
Kathleen Turner
Donald Underhill**
Frederic M. and 
   Dr. Winifred B. Upchurch 
Alexander Volk
Bill and Sally Wallace
Diane Ward
John Wasser
Debbie Weinstein
Ethel A. Whittaker
Larry and Diane Winegar
Elizabeth Ann Wootten**
Mary Worsley
Robert Wytas
Dr. Mamoru Yoshida**
Cynthia and Peter Zinober 
		      ** Deceased
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Merle Allshouse
Craig R. Anderson 
Rosemary E. Armstrong and 
   Morris Weinberg
Norman Arnold
Wilma A. Bailey 
Joan Barber 
Andrew and Marion Barnes
Tim Bartko
Jennifer Battista
Laura Battle
George and Debbie Baxter
John Bean and Alexandra Jupin
Thelma J. Clark
Dr. and Mrs. Irving Bennett 
John C. and Ruth W. Bierley Fund 
   within the Community 
   Foundation of Tampa Bay
Anne and Walter Bladstrom
David and Thelma Bold
Susan Borozan
Patrick Bowles
Andrew Bragg and Saba Hamidi
Leah and Pete Brainard
David and Sandy Brandt
Jennifer Brennan
Joel and Kay Bronstein
Evan and Suzanne Brownstein
Ronald Burbick
Margaret H. Burch
Sherri R. Burke
Barry A. Bustillo
Janice R. Campbell
Suzanne Carney
Darren Carpenter
Guna Carr
William and Elisa Carr
Charles Caswell
Christopher and Sharon Chapman
Dave and Elaine Charney
John G. and Priscilla M. Chase
Yvonne A. Chavannes
Philip and Nicole Ciampini
Joseph M. Cincotta
H. Lawrence Clark
Randal Cochrane
Alfred Colella
Anthony and Linda Conrad
Patricia A. Cook
George and Lorraine Cooper
Richard and Cornelia Corbett
Ellen Cotton and Kate Tiedemann
Georgia Court
George H. Crossett
June Martin Curtiss
Nancy L. Dahlberg
Margaret D’Albert
Victor Damado
Margaret E. Davis
Lynne and Paul Delong
Laura Denenholz
Chan Desaigoudar
Kenneth Detweiler
Dan Doyle, Jr.
Stephen and Marsha Dickey
Esther Dillenbeck
Justin Donohue
John Dormois
Patricia J. Drabik
William Draeger, Jr.
Marian C. Dunn
Thomas L. DuPont
Martha T. Edwards
David and Barbara Eichenberger
Rosemarie Eisele Williams
Jim and Sunny Endicott

Evelyn N. and Robert J. Hallowell 
   Charitable Foundation
Drs. Kent and Jane Fanning
Lois L. Farmer
Al Feder
Sam S. Ferlita
Jim and Cecelia Ferman
Oscar Fick
Claudia A. Figgins
Aleta and Fred Fisher
Karen D. Fisher
James E. Fitzgibbons
Thomas Foley
Susan G. Forrest
John and Marlene Forster 
Eileen Fox
Thomas and Jacquelyn Franke
Donna J. Franzese
Elvira Garcia
Steve and Sandy Gardner
Billie Gill
Yeshawant and Padmaja Ginde
Anthony Giordano
John M. Gonzalez, DDS
Joel and Charlene Goodman
Sue Gordon
George Gray
Debbie Stone
Jeff and Linda Griggs
Ann M. Grundy
Maxine M. Guthrie
Mark Hardwick
Robert and Delores Harris
Marilyn Harwell
Nancy Hauschild
Joseph Heffernan
Joe and Mary Kay Henson
James and Marilyn Heskett
Kathleen R. Higgins
Tom Hilko
Russell and Mary Anne Hoadley
Dr. W. G. Hollyfield
Douglas A. Holt
Molly E. Hoopes
Richard L. Hornsby
Susan Howarth
Nancy Hale Hoyt
Joel Ingegno, Sr.
Doran Jason
Jelks Family Foundation
Mary H. Johnson
Stuart Johnson
Yves and Jennifer Johnson
Barbara A. Jones
JS Turner Family Foundation
Al and Liz Kane
Sidney Katz, M.D.
Keating Family Foundation
Elaine Keating
Brian and Cynthia Keenan
Terry Kelly
Ron and Elaine Kennedy
Margaret Keselowsky
Jerrald and Lynn Kibby
Barbara Klus
Sharon Koelsch
Michele L. Kohl
Mark Koorland 
Dr. and Mrs. Philip Kotler
Donald and Mercedes Kratz
Ernest R. Kretzmer
Carey Kropp
Agnes Kuhn
Jane Kumar
Janice I. Kunkel
jim lampl

Bruce and Kathleen Langsen
Robert S. LaSala
Debbie Lattin
Patricia A. Lawrence
Lee B. Leavengood
Janice Lee
Anne Lehto
Suzanne P. Lewis
Stuart Lipman
Phyllis L. Lipsey
Warren Loranger
Patricia Loughan
Mr. and Mrs. Gerry Lublin
Colleen Lundwall
Malley’s Chocolates
Robert and Jean Markle
Tom J. Mason and Anya 
   Shevchenko-Mason
Alfred T. May
Thomas McCance
McCann Investment Properties
Roy and Nedra McCraw
Cleveland McInnis
Dr. Magda McKenney
Kathryn McKnight-Moore
Dr. Raymond E. McLane
Patrick and Helen McMahon
Teresa McMaster
Blair and Joy McMillan
L.V. McNinch
Sydney A. McShane
Drs. Fred and Lynne Merriam
Geoffrey and Lee Anne Meyer
Michael and Marcia Corrigan
Dr. Murray Miller
Elizabeth Moore
Nelson Morley, Jr.
Frank and Carol Morsani
Wilhelmina and Edwin Mumau
Margaret Munson
Thomas Muraca
Francis and Patricia Murphy
Denton and Helen Muzzuco
Elizabeth A. Nace
Richard and Bonnie Navin
Susan and Jeff Neustadt
Gweneth Newborn
Frederick Nohmer
Joseph Michael Nolan
Kimberly Nowak
Thomas and Doreen O’Brien
Veronica O’Connor
Olson Family Foundation
Candi Packett
Sam Parrino
James T. Pascia
William Perez and 
   Maria Garcia-Pomares
Steve and Vicki Petersen
Anthony W. Petraski
Roger C. Pettee
Arjuna and Premanila 
   Ponnambalam
Richard and Francis Powers
Kathleen and Paul Racine
Michael Raimondi
Dr. Susan Reeder
Gisela Reif
Laurence Reszetar
Nathan B. and Bonnie Richards
Marie Riley
Lynn Robbins
Walter S. Robertson
Franklin and Emilie Robinson
John B. Robinson, Jr.
Theodore Rochow

Shelly Rogers
Dr. Jack F. Ross
Roy M. Speer Foundation
Bruce Rumph
Douglas K. Rush
Rita M. Rust
Lisa A. Ryland 
Sam and Susan Samelson
Bruce and Adajean Samson
Anthony Savastano
William Schermerhorn
Alfred and Rose Schiff 
James and Belem Schmidt
Betty Schoenbaum
Thomas Schwartz
Steven and Barbara Sherwin
Heidi and Scott Shimberg
Hinks and Elaine Shimberg
Garrett and Janel Shinn
Marvin and Nedda Honig on behalf 
   of The Sidney and Beatrice 
   Albert Foundation
Terry Silva
Jane Silverberg
Elizabeth M. Simoes
Geoffrey Simon and 
   Andrea Graham
Don and Virginia Sink
Carol and David Sjolund
Brian Smith
Gerald M. Sokol
Joanne Spencer
Sam and Mary Lou Spencer
St. Croix Valley Foundation
Foye and Elizabeth Staniford
Solomon Stollman
Robert C. Storey, Jr. and 
   Frances E. Storey
Coleen Story
William and Kathleen Stover
Tim and Christine Strickland
Charles Strub
Laurel Suttmiller
Drs. Edwin and Dorothy Sved
Sarah Swale
Charmi and Malini Swaminathan 
   in Honor of the Harvest 
   Festival Pongal
Bunny Tabatznik
Iris Tabner
Maria Tamayo
The David and Virginia Baldwin 
   Foundation
Jeffrey and Susan Turner
Kenneth B. Van Alstyne, Jr.
Thomas VanAllen
Sandra Vandeusen
Ray and Emily Varnell
Michele Vatalaro
Egbert Von Papen
Hoenle Family Foundation
Richard and Suzan Wales
Sally Wallace 
Jack Walsh
Michael and Donna Webb
Wilbert and Berendina Wichers
Scott and Holly Williams
Tom and Carol Williams
Judith A. Wilman
Carolyn M. Wilson
Sondra and Roy Witherington
George and Sandra Yamarik
Cynthia and Peter Zinober
John N. Zneimer
Debbie and Randy Zomermaand



Premiere, WEDU’s member magazine, is distributed 11 times 
each year to more than 28,000 subscribers. As one of the 
many benefits of membership to WEDU, Premiere magazine 
continues to keep viewers connected with WEDU’s 
programming and outreach activities.

TOP: Staff members from the Cheesecake Factory join hosts Carrie Mobley 
and  Shelley Hollingsworth on set. The Give Back team volunteered to take 
calls during WEDU’s membership drive. 

Being a member of WEDU has many benefits. WEDU Passport has become a member favorite. WEDU Passport is the newest 
member benefit that provides members with extended access to an on-demand library of quality public television programming. 
Featuring both PBS and select local programming, WEDU Passport allows viewers to watch even more episodes of their favorite 
shows, including DOWNTON ABBEY on MASTERPIECE, INDIAN SUMMERS, POLDARK, THE GREAT BRITISH BAKING SHOW and 
more. Visit www.wedu.org/passport for more information.
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WEDU PBS Membership
WEDU’s members make it possible to broadcast across 
16 counties. These member contributions, our larg-
est source of income, ensure that the highest quality 
educational programming and online resources are 
available to our community. Without this vital support, 
WEDU PBS wouldn’t be able to produce local programs 
like SUNCOAST BUSINESS FORUM, WEDU ARTS PLUS, 
FLORIDA THIS WEEK, UP CLOSE WITH CATHY UNRUH, 
WEDU QUEST, and THAT’S ALL I’M SAYING WITH ERNEST 
HOOPER, offer free community outreach events, or pro-
vide teachers classroom-ready resources.

Many members choose to become Sustainers because 
it’s easy. With automatic monthly donations starting at 
$5 and no renewal notices, sustaining Members continue 
to enjoy their membership benefits and the satisfaction 
of knowing they are providing vital support every month. 
Members donating a minimum of $60 can also enjoy 
WEDU’s newest member benefit, WEDU Passport.



Contact WEDU PBS at (813) 739-2959

     Find out how you can plan a gift to WEDU PBS

someone that I’ll never meet the opportunity
to be as successful as I’ve been.”

”I’m helping to give

Our donors believe that WEDU PBS opens new worlds for everyone. That’s why 
they’ve included WEDU in a will or charitable giving plans. If you are planning 
to include charitable interests in your plan, please consider making WEDU part 
of your lasting legacy.

REVENUES
   Contributions and Endowment Earnings               $     4,611,801

   Governmental Grants                                                       1,515,312

   In-kind contributions                                                        1,235,359

   Program underwriting                                                       829,392

   Program production and other	                           1,238,880

  Investment Income				               1,686,408

TOTAL REVENUES                                       $ 11 ,1 17,152

EXPENSES
   Program services

	 Programming and production                          $  4,989,047

	 Broadcasting                                                          2,514,887

						              $    7,503,934

   Supporting services

	 Fundraising and membership                         $     1,397,493

	 Management and general                                        812,522

TOTAL EXPENSES                                      $   9,713,949

Revenues in excess of expenses		          $    1,403,203

Other changes in net assets			                  (183,635)

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS                                1,219,568

NET ASSETS-BEGINNING OF FY2017            20,511,471

NET ASSETS-END OF FY2017                  $  21,731,039

FY17 Revenue by Source
Total:
$11.1M

Contributions 
$6.3M

Program
Production & Other

$1.3M

Government
$1.5M

In-Kind
$1.2M

Program
Underwriting

$0.8M

FY17 Expenses by Function

Programming
and Production

$5.0MBroadcasting
$2.5M

Development
$1.4M

Management
and General

$0.8M

Total:
$9.7M

WEDU PBS Financial Statement of Activities 

An electronic copy of full financial data is
available online at www.wedu.org/about

An electronic copy of full financial data is
available online at www.wedu.org/about
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WEDU PBS Membership
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For more information about intern and volunteer opportunities, contact:

WEDU’s Administration and Human Resources Office 
813-739-2922  l  www.wedu.org/about/employment

FROM TOP: Board member Cathy Unruh chats with Jack Harris and a guest 
at the start of the 12th Annual WEDU Be More Awards at the Bryan Glazer 
Family JCC in Tampa. Board member Brian Keenan honors board member 
Bill Starkey as a Lightning Community Hero during a WEDU Board meeting. 
Board members Garrett Shin and Geoff Simon prepare for the panel discus-
sion during the WEDU PBS and Community Foundation of Tampa Bay Estate 
and Tax Planning Seminar. Board Chair Don DeFoesset and board member 
Alan Bomstein visit with WEDU Be More Awards finalists during the Hall of 
Heroes. Board member Heidi Shimberg welcomes guests to the Bryan Glazer 
Family JCC and the WEDU Be More Awards.

INTERNSHIPS: WEDU continued to host a robust 
internship program. Interns worked on a variety of 
projects included working on WEDU’s local productions; 
taping on-air spots; assisting with editing; working with 
the WEDU Be More Awards; assisting with a variety of 
outreach events raising awareness about Autism, kids 
and alcohol, and cancer; and working on graphic design 
and general public relations. WEDU attends local 
university internship and job fairs to recruit interns.

VOLUNTEERS: WEDU relied on volunteers to fill many 
needs at the organization. Volunteers helped accom-
plish daily clerical needs from filing to developing 
mailing lists and assisting with events such as WEDU’s 
Be More Awards, Professional Estate Planning Semi-
nar and a multitude of other station needs. Volunteers 
also answer phones during membership drives. These 
campaigns are crucial to WEDU’s financial stability and 
support our on-air programming, outreach activities, 
and other community services.  

Be More, Be Involved. 

WEDU’s Board of Directors is comprised of outstanding community leaders from 
throughout WEDU’s 16-county viewing area who give generously of their time 
and talent. 

Members help guide WEDU PBS in achieving its mission by serving on a variety of 
Board committees including the Executive, Budget and FInance, Investment, Audit, 
and Community Partnership committees.

Board members also serve as ambassadors during WEDU’s community outreach 
events and often speak  on behalf of WEDU’s mission and vision.  

As board members, their duty is to work with other Directors and staff members in 
the important work of delivering education, culture and citizenship to the people of 
West Central Florida.

WEDU PBS Board of Directors



You decide what you want to explore anytime, any place. 
Get WEDU PBS on Amazon Fire TV, Apple TV and Roku.  

Learn more at  www.wedu.org/watch.

WEDU PBS Staff
Along with providing support for the many 
on-air and community programs WEDU of-
fers, many staff members have also provid-
ed their expertise in the classroom and on 
various committees and panels throughout 
the community.

WEDU also continued to provide a robust 
collection of teacher workshops, kids educa-
tional events, community outreach screen-
ings, professional development seminars, 
and many more community driven initiatives 
throughout West Central Florida.

WEDU staff members also work extensively 
with interns from a variety of schools and 
programs sharing valuable knowledge in 
television productions, marketing, commu-
nications, graphic design, social media, web 
design, journalism, photography, community 
event planning and much more.

FROM TOP: Take One: You can’t help but have fun when there’s a horse at the station! Take Two, we’re ready now: WEDU staff videographer Danny 
Bruno tapes WEDU Arts Plus Host Dalia Colon as she interviews a guest during WEDU’s live stream of the 2017 Give Day Tampa Bay community fund-
raising event. Jack Conely gets ready for the next guest during WEDU’s live stream of Give Day Tampa Bay. Kristine Kelly and Larry Jopek review the 
on-air guest list during the live stream of Give Day Tampa Bay. Joyce Cotton and Gail Talor greet guests as they arrive at WEDU, the headquarters for 
Give Day Tampa Bay. Bryan Miehe and Pam Webb provide audio visual support during the WEDU PBS and Community Foundation of Tampa Bay’s annual 
Estate and Tax Planning Seminar. Debra Friedberg and Allison Hedrick greet guests as they arrive for the WEDU PBS and Community Foundation of 
Tampa Bay’s annual Estate and Tax Planning Seminar. Jeanne Rainey, Tiffany Cato, Devin Dominguez, Yulia Rogers, and Iris Valle prepare for the arrival 
of guests as they arrive at WEDU, the headquarters for Give Day Tampa Bay.   
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FRONT COVER PHOTOS: Children enjoyed activities and a visit from Curious George during the opening of a WEDU PBS Phyllis L. Ensign Library Corner.
INSIDE COVER PHOTO: Courtesy of SPLASH AND BUBBLES TM & © 2016 The Jim Henson Company. © Herschend Enterprises. All Rights Reserved.
BACK COVER PHOTO: John Zentler (freelancer) and WEDU staff Pam Webb and Danny Bruno prep for the the 12th Annual WEDU Be More Awards.



Florida West Coast Public Broadcasting, Inc.

Berkman Family Broadcast Center
1300 N Boulevard l Tampa, Florida 33607

813.254.9338 l 800.354.9338

WEDU Sarasota Offices
1888 Brother Geenen Way l Sarasota, Florida 33607

941.363.9338

www.wedu.org


